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Media release
Party Leaders ‘come out’ in favour of civil partnerships

Leaders of all Scotland’s political parties, including First Minster Jack McConnell, have marked the first anniversary of civil partnerships with statements emphasising its success and importance to Scottish society.

Responding to an invite to a ceilidh, organised by the Equality Network, Stonewall Scotland and LGBT Youth Scotland to celebrate the first anniversary of civil partnership, the First Minister underlined the importance of equality in a modern Scotland.

Jack McConnell said: "In the year since the Civil Partnership Act became law, almost a thousand couples in Scotland have joined in civil partnership. This legislation is now helping same sex couples enjoy the basic rights that other Scots couples have taken for granted for decades. I'd also like to warmly congratulate those among you who have registered a civil partnership over the last year, and whose lives have been changed for the better by this landmark legislation.”

In the first three quarters of 2006 almost 1,000 lesbian and gay couples made their love and commitment to each other official as well as legally recognised, by registering civil partnerships.

Calum Irving, Director of Stonewall Scotland, said: “It is very important to have the support of Scotland’s political leaders in marking the first anniversary of civil partnership. They recognise as we do that civil partnership has transformed the view of lesbian and gay relationships in Scotland as well as affording lesbian and gay couples rights denied to them for far too long.”

Tim Hopkins, Policy Worker at the Equality Network, said: "Same-sex couples and our families are increasingly recognised as an integral part of Scottish society in the 21st century, and we welcome that.”

Supportive statements were received by all other major party leaders, which are included in the notes below. For more information, please contact Stonewall Scotland Communications Manager Josef Church on 0131 557 3789 / 07983 644 387 or Tim Hopkins of Equality Network on 07020 933 952 / 07747 108 967.

Notes:

1. Estimates prior to the legislation of expected annual civil partnership registrations in Scotland were in the region of 300 per year; less than a third of the total for the first year. This figure is based on   the GB estimate derived by the Westminster Civil Partnership Bill Team’s Regulatory Impact Assessment. 

2. Scotland was the second country to welcome civil partnerships on the 20th of December 2005, a day after Northern Ireland on the 19th and just before England and Wales on the 21st.

3. Between 20 December 2005 and 30 September 2006, 942 civil partnerships have taken place in Scotland (figures supplied by General Registrar for Scotland). It is likely that in the first full year since the legislation came into effect, over 1,000 ceremonies will have taken place.

4. The statements below from the Scottish party leaders are also available online at http://www.stonewallscotland.org.uk/scotland/1560.asp or http://www.equality-network.org/lgbtnews/ceilidh2006.

5. Full statement from Jack McConnell:

“I am sorry that I cannot be with you tonight, but I would like to pass on my best wishes for your celebration of the success of civil partnerships in Scotland.

As Scotland's First Minister, I want to see respect enshrined throughout our society and I want to see equality for all.

In the year since the Civil Partnership Act became law, almost a thousand couples in Scotland have joined in civil partnership. This legislation is now helping same sex couples enjoy the basic rights that other Scots couples have taken for granted for decades. I'd like to thank the Equality Network, Stonewall Scotland and LGBT Youth Scotland for the ongoing support that you have provided for civil partnership in Scotland and for the excellent work that you continue to do in promoting equality throughout our communities.

Finally, I'd also like to warmly congratulate those among you who have registered a civil partnership over the last year, and whose lives have been changed for the better by this landmark legislation.

I hope you all have a fantastic evening.”

Rt Hon Jack McConnell MSP

First Minister of Scotland

6. Nicol Stephen, leader of the Scottish Liberal Democrats:

“20th December 2005 was a fantastic day for equality in Scotland. I was proud to attend the very first civil partnership ceremony in Aberdeen on that very first day last year.

At the time, we expected 300 civil partnerships in Scotland every year. There have been more than 1000 this year. What now seems part and parcel of Scottish life took years of struggle and effort. 

One year on, people in Scotland have an equal right to make a public commitment to each other and to strengthen their personal relationship.

It was landmark legislation that is now part of the landscape of Scotland.

One thousand civil partnerships have made a difference to thousands of lives already.

Equality is hard won and needs to be cherished but this anniversary proves it is worthwhile.”

7. Annabel Goldie, leader of the Scottish Conservative Party: 

"Civil Partnerships have enabled people already committed to one another in love and in personal responsibility to formalise that commitment in law. That is a suitable and appropriate reflection of Scotland in 2006. 

I know that this new structure has not only brought pleasure to many individuals but has helped to build their confidence in themselves and with others. I hope that the enduring stability of Civil Partnerships will give positive testament to their worth."

8. Nicola Sturgeon, Scottish Parliamentary leader for the SNP:

“I hope you all enjoy the ceilidh to celebrate the 1st anniversary of Civil Partnerships in Scotland. I am sure that everyone who has benefited from the legislation will be raising their glasses and acknowledging it as an important step to a more equal society in Scotland.”

9. Robin Harper MSP and Co-Convenor of the Scottish Green Party:

"Same sex couples in Scotland waited for decades for this legislation. At last our society can celebrate and recognise relationships on equal terms, proudly asserting that love is love, commitment is commitment, and family is family. 

I am delighted that this legislation has been in place now for a year and I congratulate all those who have celebrated civil partnerships in the past 12 months. In celebrating and recognising civil partnership as equal to marriage we can start to challenge bigotry  -  there remains much to do to tackle the prejudice and discrimination which still exist in our society, for example the need for legislating against hate crime, and ensuring that all schools are safe places for LGBT young people. 

Much has been achieved for social justice and we will continue to work for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights across Scotland".
10. Leader of Solidarity, Tommy Sheridan: 

“I'm delighted to support the principle and successful implementation of civil partnerships in Scotland.”

11. Stonewall Scotland campaigns for equality and justice for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people living in Scotland.  We work with businesses, the public sector, the Scottish Executive, Scottish Parliament and a range of partners to improve the 'lived experience' of LGBT people in Scotland.

12. Equality Network campaigns for equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in Scotland. It creates ways for people to contribute to making Scotland a place in which everyone, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity, can live free from hatred, prejudice and discrimination.
Ends
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